
Tainted Love  
 

 
"Odi et amo, quare id faciam, fortasse requiris? 

nescio, sed fieri sentio et excrucior. 
I hate and I love. You ask, perhaps, why I do this? 

I do not know. But I feel it happen and I am wrenched apart." 
—Catullus 

 
 
 
Instructor: Jessica Hines 
English 90S-02 
Spring 2015 
 
Office Hours:  Mon. 4:00-5:00 p.m. in the Perk or by appointment 
Email: jessica.hines@duke.edu 
Class site: sakai.duke.edu   
 
WF 4:40-5:55 p.m. 
Location Allen 304I 
 
Course Description 
 
Death.  Deceit.  Desire. Spanning from star-crossed lovers to rapacious gods, from selfless devotion 
to violent jealousy, literature has been obsessed with narratives of all-consuming love for millenia.  
Within these narratives, love can be reciprocated or unrequited; it can be sexual or platonic.  Such 
narratives, however, raise questions that will be critical to our own course of study: what is the line 
between love and idolatry, between love and obsession?  How do the perpetrators of this obsessive 
love expect their objects to respond and reciprocate? And finally, what is the consequence of 
idolatrous love, of worshipping another person or objectifying them? 
 
Through a sustained critical engagement with philosophy, drama, novels, and film, this course will 
explore the nature and definition of love, as well as why it so frequently goes terribly wrong.  Our 
course texts will cover a wide historical range and multiple generic forms, ranging from Ancient 
Greek philosophy to contemporary film, and one of the goals of this seminar will be to consider why 
depictions of obsessive love have endured and the ways that such depictions have shaped our 
perceptions not only of love, but of gender, race, sexuality, and the family. 
 
Assignments 
 
Blog posts:  Every week, students will be required to submit one blog post to the course’s Sakai site 
under “forums.” Students will sign-up in advance for whether they submit for Wednesday’s class, or 
for Friday’s. Blogs must be posted no later than 9 a.m. on the day of class. These blog posts should 
engage with both class discussion and with the upcoming readings. That means that they must, in 
some way, address the reading for the upcoming class period. These posts are meant to be 
opportunities to expand on classroom discussion, introduce new directions for future discussion, or 
ask new questions. Blog postings needn’t be polished or perfectly argued; rather, the goal is to begin 
a discussion of the readings before we come to class. I, of course, encourage you to post more than is 
required if you feel compelled by a particular conversation.  



In the spirit of an ethics of anti-exceptionalism, I will be as engaged with these blog posts as 
you are. Although I won’t be initializing any “new posts,” I will be responding to the posts you 
submit with the hopes of answering some questions, generating new ones, and introducing new 
connections.  

Since I want the focus of this course to be largely student driven, these blogs posts will 
structure a good portion of the classroom discussions. This is not only a chance for me to get a 
better sense of what’s on your mind, but also for you to have more say in what happens during our 
class. Aside from the actual posting, everyone will be asked to revisit the site (briefly) every morning 
before coming to class to see if your colleagues have submitted anything new.  

I will not “grade” these posts per-say. Ideally, everyone should be able to earn full credit here 
easily simply by completing them. Blog posts should be 250-350 words in length and consist of a 
substantial engagement with course texts and class discussion. I will notify you if I think your 
posts might need some work or if you miss more than one. 
 
Essay 1: You will write one 5-7 page essay due by 11:59 p.m. on 3/6. This essay will focus on a 
close reading of one or two of our class texts.  You will be given further details and essay topics 
closer to the due date.  You will also be able to revise this paper; revisions will be due by 11:59 p.m. 
on 4/3. 

Essay 2: A longer essay (8-10 pages) will be due by 11:59 p.m. on 4/29.  This essay will ask you to 
engage with critical sources on a topic of your choosing.   Topic proposals for your essay will be due 
on 4/8).  I will provide additional details closer to the due date. 

Grades: Participation (15%), Blog Posts (25%), Essay 1 (25%), Essay 2 (35%). 
 
Policies 
 
Participation: This course is structured as a seminar; therefore, your attendance and participation 
are crucial to both you and your classmates. Arriving more than 15 minutes late or unprepared to 
participate qualifies as an absence. Repeated tardy arrivals (more than 3) will be counted as an 
absence.  
 
You are expected to attend every class meeting, but, even with the best of intentions, you may not be 
able to do so. In such cases, send me a short, explanatory e-mail prior to the class session. It will be 
your responsibility to catch up, including getting notes and class materials from a classmate. You will 
be granted a maximum of two absences for the course – STINF absences count as part of this 
maximum. Each further absence will result in the lowering of your final course grade by one 
increment (e.g. an A becomes A-, A- becomes B+, etc.). 
  
Technology: Unless I direct you to do so, I ask that you not access electronic devices during class.  
Please also make sure that your phone is completely off and that your laptop, iPad, netbook, etc. is 
put away. Students engaging in such distractions will be warned once.  Any disruptions after that 
point (in that class or in following sessions) will be considered absent. 

Integrity: Duke’s code of Academic Integrity prohibits plagiarism of any kind, be this accidental or 
intentional. If I suspect a student of plagiarism, I’m required to report it to the academic dean and 
consequences are severe. Please talk to me or to anyone at the Writing Studio if you are at all unsure 
of what plagiarism is. 
 
Grades: Letter grades map approximately onto the following scale, which I will use in calculating 
your final grade for the course: 
 



A+ (97–100), A (94–96), A- (90–93) 
B+ (87–89), B (84–86), B- (80–83) 
C+ (77–79), C (74–76), C- (70–73) 
D+ (67–69), D (64–66), D- (60–63) 
F (0-59) 
 
Unless I have approved a deadline extension in advance, late submissions will be lowered by a 
letter grade per 24-hour period. Late penalties begin immediately.  
 
Additional Resources and Support 

The Writing Studio: One-on-one writing tutoring is available at the Writing Studio. Staffed by 
trained writing tutors, the Studio offers undergraduates free help with any aspect of their writing, 
from brainstorming and researching to drafting, revising, and polishing a final paper. To schedule an 
appointment, students should go to http://twp.duke.edu/writing-studio . 

The Peer Tutoring Program is also available and provides peer tutors for a number of courses: For 
more information, see http://duke.edu/arc/peer_tutoring/index.php . 

The Academic Resource Center: The ARC provides academic support and programming for all 
Duke undergraduates. Their services include one-on-one consultations and peer tutoring, and they 
work alongside the Student Disability Access Office to serve students with diagnosed learning 
disabilities. Their programs include opportunities for students to study together in structured groups 
("learning communities"), as well as workshops offered throughout the semester. Further 
information and resources are available on their website. http://duke.edu/arc/index.php 
 
MLA resources: Your essays should be in MLA format, including proper citations.  We'll discuss in 
class some of the basics of MLA citation, but, for those unfamiliar, you can consult Purdue's OWL 
site.  It contains comprehensive information covering most aspects of academic writing including 
MLA formatting and citations (http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/). It’s also a 
helpful resource if you ever have any grammar questions. 

Course Texts 
 
The End of the Affair, Graham Greene 
The Symposium, Plato 
The Passion, Jeannette Winterson 
Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë 
Othello, Shakespeare 
Frankenstein, Mary Shelley 
Beloved, Toni Morrison 
 
Additional materials will be made available on Sakai under “Resources.”  We will also be discussing 
three films: Black Orpheus, Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind, and Vertigo.  All films are on reserve at 
Lilly library. There will also be a screening of the film prior to the class in which it will be discussed.  
If you are unable to attend the screening it is your responsibility to watch the film on your own. 
 
Course Schedule 

Unit 1: Introductions and The Origin of Love 
 



Jan. 9  Introductions 
 
Jan. 14  The End of the Affair, Books 1-3 
 
Jan. 16  The End of the Affair, Books 4-5 
 
Jan. 21  The Symposium, Intro. Dialogue – Socrates Questions Agathon, pp. 3-36 
 
Jan. 23  The Symposium, Diotima Questions Socrates – Conclusion, pp. 37 -64 
 
Unit 2: Pursuit and Loss 

 
Jan. 28  selections from the Metamorphoses (posted on Sakai) 
 
Jan. 30  Black Orpheus (Film Screening TBD) 

 
Feb. 4  The Letters of Heloise and Abelard (posted on Sakai), Letters I-VI 
 
Feb. 6  NO CLASS 
 
Feb. 11  Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind (Film Screening TBD) 

 
Feb. 13  The Passion, Sect. 1  
 
Unit 3: Loving Not Wisely… 

 
Feb. 18  The Passion, Sect. 2 – 4 
 
Feb. 20  Wuthering Heights, Chap. I-IX 
 
Feb. 25  Wuthering Heights, Chap. X - XXIV 

 
Feb. 27  Wuthering Heights, Chap. XXV-XXXIV 
 
Unit 4: …But Too Well 
 
Mar. 4  Vertigo (Film Screening TBD) 
 
Mar. 6  NO CLASS, Essay 1 due by 11:59 p.m. 
 
Mar. 11  SPRING BREAK 
 
Mar. 13  SPRING BREAK 
 
Mar. 18  Othello, Acts I-III 
 
Mar. 20  Othello, Acts IV-V 
 



Unit 5: Possession and Creation 
 
Mar. 25  Pygmalion, My Last Duchess, & The Birthmark (posted on Sakai) 
 
Mar. 27  Frankenstein, Preface & Vol. I 
 
Apr. 1  Frankenstein, Vol. 2 – Vol. 3 
 
Apr. 3 Pearl, lines 1-420 (posted on Sakai); Revisions of Essay 1 due by 11:59 p.m. 
 
Unit 6: The Afterlives of Loss and Conclusions 
 
Apr. 8 Pearl, lines 421-1212 (posted on Sakai); Proposal for Longer Paper due by 

11:59 p.m. 
 
Apr. 10  Beloved, pp. 1-86 
 
Apr. 15  Beloved, pp.87-241 
 
Apr. 17  Beloved, pp. 242-322 
 
Apr. 22  Conclusions and Conferences 
 
Apr. 29 Essay 2 due by 11:59 p.m. 
 
	  
 


